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Sunday,  January  ^4,  1923. 

Mr.  Mondell.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  becomes  my  pain- 
ful duty  to  report  the  death  of  our  colleague,  Hon. 
Nestor  Montoya,  a Representative  from  the  State 
of  New  Mexico,  who  died  suddenly  at  his  home 
yesterday  morning.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
everybody  in  the  House  is  shocked  and  grieved  at 
the  announcement  of  his  death.  At  a later  date  I 
will  ask  that  a day  be  set  apart  on  which  memorial 
services  may  be  held  in  honor  of  our  deceased  col- 
league. For  the  present  I offer  the  following  res- 
olutions, which  I send  to  the  Clerk’s  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolutions  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  has  heard  with  profound  sor- 
row of  the  death  of  Hon.  Nestor  Montoya,  a Representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  New  Mexico. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  10  Members  of  the 
House,  with  such  Members  of  the  Senate  as  may  be  joined, 
be  appointed  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  of  the  House  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  these  reso- 
lutions, and  that  the  necessary  expenses  in  connection 
therewith  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  communicate  these  resolu- 
tions to  the  Senate  and  transmit  a copy  thereof  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  appointed  the  following  com- 
mittee : 

Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Smith  of  Idaho,  Mr.  Johnson  of 
Washington,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Colton,  Mr. 
White,  of  Kansas,  Mr.  Faust,  Mr.  Steagall,  Mr. 
Lowrey,  and  Mr.  Hayden. 

The  Clerk  read  the  further  resolution,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  That,  as  a further  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Representative  Montoya,  this  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Accordingly  (at  3 o’clock  and  56  minutes  p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Monday, 
January  15,  1923,  at  12  o’clock  noon. 


Monday,  February  5,  1923, 

Mr.  Thompson.  Mr.  Speaker,  I rise  to  submit  an 
order,  which  I send  to  the  Speaker’s  desk. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  asks 
unanimous  consent  for  the  immediate  considera- 
tion of  an  order,  which  the  Clerk  will  report. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  Sunday,  February  25,  1923,  be  set  apart 
for  addresses  on  the  life,  character,  and  public  services 
of  Hon.  Nestor  Montoya,  late  a Representative  from  the 
State  of  New  Mexico. 
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The  Speaker.  Is  there  objection?  [After  a pause.] 
The  Chair  hears  none,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 


Thursday,  February  22,  1923, 
The  Speaker.  The  Chair  will  state  that  he  will  be 
absent  to-morrow  and  perhaps  Saturday,  and  he 
designates  as  Speaker  pro  tempore  the  gentleman 
from  Kansas,  Mr.  Campbell.  On  Sunday,  for  the 
memorial  exercises,  the  Chair  will  designate  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Wason,  to 
preside  over  the  memorial  services  for  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs, Mr.  Thompson,  of  Ohio,  to  preside  over 
the  services  for  Mr.  Montoya,  and  the  gentleman 
from  California,  Mr.  Curry,  to  preside  over  the 
services  for  Mr.  Nolan  and  Mr.  Osborne. 


Sunday,  February  25,  1923, 

The  House  met  at  12  o’clock  noon,  and  was  called 
to  order  by  the  Speaker  pro  tempore,  Mr.  Wason. 

Rev.  William  D.  Waller,  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
offered  the  following  prayer: 

With  reverence  we  draw  nigh  to  Thee,  O God,  to 
Thee  in  whom  we  live  and  move  and  have  our 
being. 

Bless  us  in  our  service  this  morning.  May  we 
gather  inspiration  from  the  lives  of  those  whom 
we  remember  to-day.  We  beseech  Thee  to  sus- 
tain and  bless  their  families  and  dear  ones.  And 
as  our  friends  go  out  into  the  unseen  world,  so 
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teach  us  to  number  our  days  that  we  may  apply 
our  hearts  unto  wisdom. 

Make  us  all  Thy  willing  and  faithful  servants, 
that  when  we  are  summoned  to  give  account  of  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body  Thou  mayst  say  to  each: 
Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord. 

Bless  our  President  and  Congress,  and  all  in  au- 
thority in  our  own  land  and  in  all  lands,  that 
Christ’s  kingdom  of  righteousness  and  justice,  of 
good  will  and  brotherly  kindness,  may  speedily 
cover  all  the  earth,  and  all  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  His 
Christ,  and  to  His  name  shall  be  the  glory  forever. 
Amen. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  Without  objection, 
the  reading  of  the  Journal  will  be  deferred. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  Thompson  took  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  The  Clerk  will  report 
the  special  order. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Ordered,  That  Sunday,  February  25,  1923,  be  set  apart 
for  addresses  on  the  life,  character,  and  public  services 
of  Hon.  Nestor  Montoya,  late  a Representative  from  the 
State  of  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  Colton.  Mr.  Speaker,  I offer  the  following 
resolution. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  The  Clerk  will  report 
the  resolution. 
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The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  business  of  the  House  be  now  sus- 
pended, that  opportunity  may  be  given  for  tributes  to 
the  memory  of  Hon.  Nestor  Montoya,  late  a Member  of 
this  House  from  the  State  of  New  Mexico. 

Resolved,  That  as  a particular  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  and  in  recognition  of  his  distin- 
guished public  career,  the  House,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  exercises  of  the  day,  shall  stand  adjourned. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  communicate  these  resolu- 
tions to  the  Senate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  send  a copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  was 
unanimously  agreed  to. 
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Of  Utah 

Mr.  Speaker  : Nestor  Montoya  was  born  at  Albu- 
querque, N.  Mex.,  April  14,  1862.  He  was  essenti- 
ally a product  of  the  great  Southwest.  His  training 
prior  to  his  coming  to  Congress  had  fitted  him  for 
legislative  duties.  He  had  had  experience  in  both 
branches  of  his  State  legislature  and  had  long  been 
connected  with  public  life  in  his  native  State,  New 
Mexico.  He  knew  the  needs  of  his  State  and  the 
wishes  of  his  people  probably  as  well  as  any  man 
who  ever  did  while  serving  his  first  term  in 
Congress.  He  was,  therefore,  well  fitted  for  the 
responsibilities  that  came  to  him  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Sixty-seventh  Congress. 

Descended  from  a family  of  the  Spanish-speak- 
ing race,  but  who  have  always  been  loyal  to  the 
United  States,  he  was  himself  noted  in  his  State 
for  his  loyalty  to  the  traditions  and  institutions 
of  our  country.  He  spoke  both  the  Spanish  and 
English  languages  fluently.  He  was  educated  in  a 
college  of  his  native  State.  During  the  late  World 
War  he  devoted  much  of  his  time,  means,  and  en- 
ergy in  war  activities.  Two  of  his  sons  and  a son- 
in-law  served  with  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  overseas.  I noticed  in  front  of  the  court- 
house in  his  home  county  a large  stone  bearing 
the  names  of  those  in  his  county  who  served  in 
the  World  War.  It  was  a source  of  pride  to  our 
departed  comrade  that  he  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  having  this  stone  placed. 
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Knowing  the  people  among  whom  he  spent  his 
life  and  in  a measure  acquainted  even  with  sen- 
timents of  his  own  heart  by  reason  of  frequent 
conversations,  I am  reminded  of  the  words  of  the 
poet: 

For  mankind  are  one  in  spirit,  and  an  instinct  bears 
along 

Round  the  earth’s  electric  circle  the  swift  flash  of  right 
or  wrong. 

Whether  conscious  or  unconscious,  yet  humanity’s  vast 
frame. 

Through  its  ocean-sundered  fibers,  feels  the  gush  of  joy  or 
shame. 

In  the  gain  or  loss  of  one  race  all  the  races  have  equal 
claim. 

We  entered  Congress  together.  He  was  not  fre- 
quently prominent  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  but  he  was  wise  in  shaping  legis- 
lation in  committee.  He  attended  closely  to  all 
the  requests  of  his  constituents,  usually  going  in 
person  to  the  departments  to  attend  to  all  matters 
of  important  business.  I mentioned  this  to  him 
one  day  in  conversation  and  he  replied  by  saying: 

During  all  my  life,  when  a responsibility  has  rested 
upon  me,  or  a duty  has  been  assigned,  I like  to  see  per- 
sonally that  service  is  rendered  in  the  best  possible  way. 

This  was  characteristic  of  Nestor  Montoya's  life. 
He  went  to  his  reward  while  still  strong  but  with 
his  work  just  finished.  The  poet  has  said,  “ There 
is  no  death,  what  seems  so  is  transition,”  yet  we 
marvel  sometimes  at  the  change  we  call  death 
which  comes  so  quickly  and  unexpectedly.  Death 
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seems  to  be  calling,  even  waiting  at  the  door.  It 
is  the  only  thing  of  which  we  are  absolutely  sure. 
The  high,  the  low,  the  rich,  the  poor,  must  go  the 
way  of  all  the  earth.  It  is  great  to  so  live  that  it 
can  be  truthfully  said  of  one  that  the  world  is  bet- 
ter for  one  having  lived  in  it.  Surely  this  may  be 
said  of  our  comrade  in  whose  memory  we  now 
meet. 

We  took  him  back  to  the  land  of  sunshine,  of 
clear  skies,  and  laid  him  down  for  his  last  sleep 
near  the  Rio  Grande,  the  river  he  loved  so  well. 
Amid  scenes  of  beauty  and  serenity  and  among  the 
people  whom  he  loved  so  well  his  funeral  was  con- 
ducted. The  mighty  throng  that  attended  was  the 
greatest  evidence  of  the  esteem  and  affection  in 
which  he  was  held  that  could  possibly  have  been 
given.  It  was  said  that  the  funeral  was  the  largest 
ever  held  in  New  Mexico. 

While  he  was  greatly  honored  and  respected  by 
his  friends,  of  course  he  was  loved  most  and  will 
be  missed  most  by  his  own  family.  I noticed  espe- 
cially the  evidence  of  deep  devotion  on  the  part  of 
his  wife  and  five  children.  Nothing  can  take  away 
entirely  the  sorrow  they  bear,  but  the  consolation 
of  a life  well  spent  is  in  a large  measure  a halm 
for  a broken  heart.  The  day  we  laid  him  to  rest 
the  wife  and  her  children  gave  all  that  was  mortal 
of  their  husband  and  father,  but  they  will  retain 
forever  the  real  essence  of  his  being,  that  which  is 
immortal. 

God  bless  the  memory  of  this  good  man;  this 
modest,  dignified  citizen;  capable,  patriotic,  con- 
scientious public  official. 
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0Kilfrc««  lip  jRepresientatibe  Hotntep 

Of  Mississippi 

Mr.  Speaker:  From  my  acquaintance  with  Nes- 
tor Montoya  here  in  Washington  and  from  the  in- 
formation and  observation  gotten  while  attending 
his  funeral  and  mixing  with  the  people  of  his  city 
and  State,  I am  definitely  impressed  with  two 
things  in  his  life  and  character. 

First,  he  was  a man  who  went  quietly  forward 
and  met  his  responsibilities  and  his  work  honestly, 
without  pretense  of  affectation.  There  was  noth- 
ing theatrical  or  self-conscious  about  him.  I think 
it  well  worth  while  to  call  attention  to  this  ad- 
mirable trait.  Too  often  we  think  of  the  average 
politician  as  a man  who  likes  to  bask  in  publicity 
and  strut  before  admiring  throngs.  I think  I may 
venture  to  mention  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  because  I 
myself  did  not  become  a “ politician  ” until  I was 
pretty  well  beyond  the  meridian  of  life.  Since 
coming  to  Washington  I have  been  impressed  that 
the  average  Member  of  this  House  is  not  a vain 
seeker  after  the  baubles  of  popularity.  He  is  an 
honest,  hard-working  Representative  of  his  people, 
seeking  what  he  believes  to  be  best  for  them  and 
their  country,  much  more  courageous  than  we  oc- 
casionally believe,  even  in  the  face  of  the  well-nigh 
irresistible  inertia  of  public  affairs  which  makes  a 
treadmill  of  his  life. 
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And  yet  when  we  look  back  on  the  finished  life 
of  a man  like  our  late  colleague  we  realize  that  it 
is  not  purely  a treadmill. 

Why,  all  men  strive,  and  who  succeeds? 

All  labor,  yet  no  less 

Bear  up  beneath  their  unsuccess. 

Look  at  the  end  of  work,  contrast 
The  petty  done,  the  undone  vast. 

And  yet — 

Our  times  are  in  His  hand 
Who  saith,  “A  whole  I planned. 

Youth  shows  but  half;  trust  God;  see  all. 

Nor  be  afraid.” 

It  is  in  a life  such  as  Nestor  Montoya's  that  we 
begin  to  see  the  whole  and  begin  to  realize  that  the 
real  effective  things  are  done  much  as  the  temple 
of  Solomon  was  built,  without  sound  of  hammer. 
The  man  who  is  doing  an  important  work  has 
neither  time  nor  taste  for  the  blare  of  trumpets. 

The  second  thing  with  which  I have  been  im- 
pressed is  that  Nestor  Montoya  was  a man  who 
loved  his  fellow  men  and  who  in  return  was  loved 
by  them.  Those  of  us  who  accompanied  his 
remains  to  his  home  city  and  attended  his  funeral 
had  this  borne  in  upon  us  unmistakably.  I myself 
once  lived  for  some  years  among  those  sturdy  west- 
erners. They  may  have  the  natural  faults  of  their 
rugged,  progressive  existence,  but  whatever  these 
faults  may  be,  they  are  not  hypocrites.  They  are 
real;  they  “speak  right  on”  and  they  go  straight 
forward.  One  is  not  left  in  doubt  as  to  what  they 
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think  of  men,  measures,  doctrines,  or  propositions. 
In  this  honest  western  atmosphere  Nestor  Mon- 
toya had  been  born  and  educated,  and  had  come 
to  manhood  and  attained  distinguished  position. 

Here,  after  he  was  gone,  we  saw  demonstrations 
of  love,  confidence,  and  admiration  from  men  and 
women  of  every  rank  and  race.  There  were  In- 
dians and  Mexicans,  there  was  the  old  Spanish 
aristocracy,  and  there  were  business  and  profes- 
sional men  who  had  come  from  every  part  of  the 
Union  to  that  thriving  metropolis  of  the  great 
Southwest.  All  alike  came  to  do  honor  to  the 
memory  of  their  distinguished  fellow  citizen  and 
to  express  their  grief  at  his  taking  away. 

The  State  legislature  was  in  session  at  ancient 
Santa  Fe.  From  there  came  a large  delegation  of 
lawmakers.  The  man  who  bears  the  distinction 
of  having  been  the  first  governor  of  the  State  of 
New  Mexico  delivered  in  Spanish  a beautiful 
address  expressive  of  the  sorrow  and  admiration  of 
his  people.  A distinguished  lawyer  and  public  ofii- 
cial  represented  both  the  bar  and  the  public.  And 
the  learned  and  pious  priest  gave  a fervent  funeral 
address,  following  the  mass  in  the  old  church  built 
more  than  two  centuries  ago. 

But  no  less  conspicuous  than  the  honor  paid  by 
these  prominent  men  was  the  unfeigned  grief  of  the 
“ blanket  ” Indian,  the  Mexican  laborer,  and  the 
poorest  people  generally,  who  followed  the  proces- 
sion. In  fact,  Jew  and  Gentile,  Catholic  and  Prot- 
estant, native  and  foreigner,  seemed  alike  to  feel 
the  common  loss  and  to  realize  that  a great  citizen 
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and  public  servant  and  a friend  to  all  had  gone  to 
his  reward. 

We  all  love  the  man  who  loves  and  helps  his 
brother.  Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  theology 
we  subscribe  to  the  sentiment  of  Leigh  Hunt’s 
classic  poem,  which  within  itself  forms  a fitting 
and  convincing  tribute  to  men  who  live  as  did 
Nestor  Montoya: 

Abou  ben  Adhem,  may  his  tribe  increase, 

Awoke  one  night  from  a deep  dream  of  peace, 

And  saw  within  the  moonlight  of  his  room. 

Making  it  rich  and  like  a lily  in  bloom. 

An  angel  writing  in  a book  of  gold. 

Exceeding  peace  had  made  ben  Adhem  bold. 

And  to  the  presence  in  the  room  he  said, 

“ What  writest  thou?  ” The  vision  raised  its  head 
And,  with  a look  made  of  all  sweet  accord. 

Answered,  “ The  names  of  those  who  love  the  Lord.” 

“ And  is  mine  one?  ” said  Abou.  “ Nay,  not  so,” 

Replied  the  angel.  Abou  spoke  more  low. 

But  cheerily  still,  and  said,  “ I pray  thee,  then. 

Write  me  as  one  that  loves  his  fellow  men.” 

The  angel  wrote  and  vanished.  The  next  night 
It  came  again,  with  a great  awakening  light. 

And  showed  the  names  whom  love  of  God  had  blessed — 
And  lol  ben  Adhem’s  name  led  all  the  rest  I 
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bp  i&epres;entattl3e 

Of  Idaho 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  suddenness  of  the  call  of  the 
angel  of  death  upon  our  lamented  colleague,  Hon. 
Nestor  Montoya,  certainly  should  impress  us  with 
the  uncertainty  of  life.  He  entered  this  Congress 
strong  and  vigorous  and  with  prospects  of  many 
years  of  further  usefulness  to  his  State  and  coun- 
try, and  none  of  us  supposed  that  we  would  so  soon 
he  called  upon  to  mourn  his  death,  which  came 
unexpectedly.  Without  a note  of  warning  he  was 
stricken  down,  his  large,  generous  heart  ceased  to 
beat,  and  his  spirit  was  ushered  into  the  presence 
of  that  almighty  and  all-wise  Being  who  hath  the 
issues  of  life  and  death  in  His  own  hands.  Almost 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  the  strong  man  was 
brought  low.  Truly,  “ In  the  midst  of  life  we  are 
in  death.” 

While  I had  never  met  Mr.  Montoya  until  the 
assembling  of  this  Congress,  I was  at  once  attracted 
to  him  by  his  genial  and  friendly  personality,  and 
I was  glad  when  we  were  assigned  to  the  same 
committee,  during  the  sessions  of  which  we  were 
more  closely  associated.  Our  acquaintance  rap- 
idly grew  into  a firm  and  cordial  friendship,  which 
I greatly  prized.  I was  soon  impressed  by  his 
industry,  his  devotion  to  his  constituency,  and  his 
intense  loyalty  to  his  party  and  his  country.  He 
was  always  regular  in  his  attendance  upon  com- 
mittee meetings  and  the  sessions  of  the  House,  and 
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ambitious  to  do  his  full  share  of  work.  He  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  commercial  growth  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  development  of  the  Nation’s  natural 
resources,  and  in  the  advancement  of  all  the  inter- 
ests that  combine  to  make  our  people  and  our  coun- 
try great  and  prosperous.  His  desire  was  plainly 
manifest  to  do  anything  and  everything  in  his 
power  as  a statesman  to  secure  the  greatest  pos- 
sible good  to  every  portion  of  our  common  country. 

His  great  ability,  industry,  and  high  ideals  were 
recognized  by  the  people  of  his  own  State  by  his 
selection  to  fill  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust 
before  he  was  sent  here  as  their  Representative  in 
Congress;  and  his  activity  in  the  affairs  of  his 
State  demonstrated  his  popularity  and  splendid 
qualification  for  leadership.  He  possessed  every- 
thing to  make  life  desirable;  an  honored  name,  the 
plaudits  of  the  people,  a loving  wife  and  children 
to  cluster  about  him  and  to  encircle  themselves 
around  his  heart.  He  lived  a noble  life,  and  left  a 
heritage  to  his  children,  as  a cherished  memory  to 
his  wife;  a spotless  reputation,  and  an  honored 
name.  ' His  success  and  prominence  in  his  State 
should  convince  the  ambitious  and  aspiring  youth 
of  this  country  that — 

The  heights  of  great  men  reached  and  kept 
Were  not  attained  by  sudden  flight, 

But  they,  while  their  companions  slept. 

Were  toiling  upward  in  the  night. 

I was  appointed  by  the  Speaker  as  a member  of 
the  committee  to  attend  the  funeral  at  the  home  of 
our  late  colleague,  but  exacting  and  pressing  official 
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duties  prevented  my  absence  for  so  long  a time. 
I have  been  privileged  to  read  newspaper  accounts 
of  the  funeral  in  which  reference  was  made  to  the 
great  outpouring  of  his  lifelong  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, and  the  expressions  of  regret  and  sorrow 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  this  great  and  good  man, 
which  demonstrated  conclusively  that  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  colleagues  in 
both  branches  of  Congress  was  well  deserved. 
“ Truly  he  has  not  lived  in  vain.” 
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llibresis  lip  3Repres!entatibc  Carter 

Of  Oklahoma 

Mr.  Speaker:  We  all  deplore  very  deeply  the 
passing  of  that  splendid  genial  spirit,  Hon.  Nestor 
Montoya.  While  I have  been  a Member  of  this 
body  for  16  years,  his  is  the  first  congressional 
funeral  I have  found  the  opportunity  to  attend.  I 
felt  it  a privilege  to  contribute  in  any  small  way  to 
the  memory  of  this  great  man  by  attendance  on 
the  last  sad  rites  of  his  notable  career.  No  person 
could  gain  any  conception  of  the  fond  affection  in 
which  Mr.  Montoya  was  held  by  his  neighbors  and 
friends  except  by  witnessing  that  vast  concourse 
which  followed  his  remains  to  their  final  resting 
place. 

He  had  lived  in  the  public  eye  during  most  of  the 
years  of  his  life.  He  served  in  each  branch  of 
the  Territorial  legislature  for  many  years.  He 
was  honored  with  the  speakership  of  his  Terri- 
torial house,  as  a member  of  the  constitutional 
convention,  and  as  a member  of  the  council  of  de- 
fense and  chairman  of  the  draft  board  throughout 
the  World  War.  At  the  time  of  his  passing  he 
was  editor  of  La  Bandera  Americana,  president 
of  the  New  Mexico  State  Press  Association,  a 
regent  of  the  State  University,  and  a Member  of 
Congress  at  large  from  the  State  of  New  Mexico. 

It  was  a privilege  for  me  to  serve  on  the  same 
committee  with  Mr.  Montoya  when  he  first  came 
to  this  House.  Now  that  he  has  gone  I look  back 
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with  much  pleasure  on  the  fact  that  I was  able  to 
assist  him  in  several  small  ways  as  a new  Con- 
gressman. During  all  his  long  and  faithful  public 
service  not  one  word  of  reproach  was  brought 
against  his  good  name,  and  among  all  that  im- 
mense throng  which  gathered  at  the  funeral  to  pay 
just  homage  to  his  memory  nothing  but  encomi- 
ums of  praise  could  be  heard  of  his  righteous  life. 
“ Senor  Montoya  hombre  derecho  ” was  the 
unanimous  verdict  of  his  friends  and  neighbors. 

He  has  gone  to  his  just  reward.  We  shall  meet 
his  genial  personality  no  more  in  this  world.  But 
may  his  good  wife,  his  splendid  son,  his  dutiful 
and  charming  daughter,  all  his  family,  and  all  his 
friends  and  innumerable  acquaintances  take  com- 
fort and  courage  from  the  upright  life  which  he 
lived  and  from  the  faith  of  meeting  him  in  that 
great — 

Undiscover’d  country  from  whose  bourne 

No  traveler  returns. 
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iStiticeais:  bp  j^lepreiientattiie 

Of  Texas 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Colleagues  : The  great  State  of 
New  Mexico  was  settled  several  hundred  years  ago 
by  the  Spanish  padres,  or  Spanish  fathers,  who 
located  missions,  and  were  followed  by  the  Aztecs 
of  old  Mexico,  who  came  up  along  the  water- 
courses, and  lighted  the  torch  of  civilization  and 
established  the  Christian  religion  out  beyond  where 
the  sun  sets.  From  the  loins  of  that  sturdy  and 
hardy  stock,  my  colleagues,  sprang  Nestor  Mon- 
toya. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  only  on  rare  occasions  that  I 
attend  the  funeral  of  a friend.  I prefer  to  remem- 
ber the  way  my  friend  looked  when  I last  saw  him 
in  the  full  vigor  of  life  and  health.  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I was  personally  and  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  Nestor  Montoya.  For  a number  of 
years  I ranched  in  his  State.  Perhaps  I am  better 
acquainted  with  the  Mexican- American,  or  equally 
so  with  him,  than  most  of  the  men  who  come  to 
this  House.  I have  been  in  their  homes.  I have 
broken  bread  with  them.  I have  practiced  in  the 
courts  of  New  Mexico,  both  in  the  English  and  the 
Spanish  languages. 

Nestor  Montoya  was  born  60  years  ago  in  old 
Albuquerque,  now  a town  of  adobe  houses  across 
the  arroyo  from  the  present  beautiful  city  of  that 
name,  out  there  on  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  on  the 
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main  line  to  the  California  coast.  There  as  a boy 
and  young  man  he  met  the  clod  and  stubble  of  ad- 
versity such  as  all  had  to  meet  who  grew  up  in  that 
day  and  time  out  there  almost  past  the  shadow  of 
civilization.  He  made  friends;  he  exhibited  an 
indomitable  spirit  from  his  earliest  youth — a deter- 
mination to  surmount  obstacles,  to  achieve  success, 
but  never  at  the  cost  of  his  conscience  or  his  prin- 
ciples. And  there  never  was  a day  in  the  life  of 
Nestor  Montoya  that  he  did  not  have  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow  men.  From  his  early  youth 
and  up  to  the  hour  of  his  death  he  had  the  confi- 
dence, esteem,  and  good  will  of  his  friends  and 
neighbors  and,  in  fact,  the  entire  citizenship  of 
New  Mexico.  ' 

For  15  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  newspaper 
business  in  the  city  of  Albuquerque.  He  estab- 
lished a newspaper  under  the  name  of  La  Bandera 
Americana  which  means  “ The  American  Flag.” 
Montoya  stood  under  and  upheld  that  flag  all  the 
days  of  his  life;  and  my  friends,  knowing,  as  I do, 
the  Mexican-American,  the  man  who  is  born  of 
Mexican  parents  in  this  country  and  who  grows 
up  with  our  institutions,  permit  me  to  state  now 
that,  from  very  close  contact  and  personal  obser- 
vation during  the  World  War,  I have  yet  to  recall 
one  instance  of  disloyalty  on  the  part  of  these  peo- 
ple. They  realize  that  under  this  great  Govern- 
ment all  men  are  created  equal.  They  quickly 
get  the  ideas  of  our  Government  and  our  institu- 
tions, that  guarantee  the  freedom  of  the  indi- 
vidual, that  protect  the  peasant  in  his  hut  with  the 
same  degree  of  protection  as  the  millionaire  in 
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his  castle.  There  are  no  more  loyal  Americans 
in  this  great  Republic  than  these  Mexican-Ameri- 
cans. 

Of  such  stock  was  Nestor  Montoya.  With  his 
good  right  hand  and  with  his  pen  he  helped  to 
establish  law  and  order  in  that  country  many  years 
ago,  when  it  was  not  so  popular  to  stand  for  law 
and  order  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  But  Nestor 
Montoya  always  upheld,  with  his  splendid  edito- 
rials in  his  paper,  the  maintenance  of  law  and 
created  a wholesome  respect  for  the  laws  of  his 
country.  By  his  untiring  efforts  and  his  splendid 
example  as  a citizen  he  brought  about  that  law 
and  order  that  the  people  of  New  Mexico  are 
proud  to  acclaim  at  the  present  time. 

His  district  and  mine  adjoin.  My  district  lies 
against  his  State,  surrounding  it  about  one-third 
of  its  boundary.  The  interests  of  his  people  and 
mine  are  closely  interwoven.  Both  of  us  were 
greatly  concerned  with  matters  of  irrigation,  pro- 
duction of  livestock,  and  mining.  Naturally  we 
were  thrown  together  in  close  association.  I had 
a little  more  legislative  experience  than  my  friend, 
having  come  here  two  years  prior  to  his  becoming 
a Member.  I gladly  assisted  him  in  every  way, 
and  he  always  willingly  came  to  my  assistance.  It 
is  my  recollection  that  he  was  successful  in  ob- 
taining every  office  of  trust  and  honor  at  the  hands 
of  his  people  to  which  he  ever  aspired. 

He  was  speaker  of  the  New  Mexico  Assembly  in 
1903  and  also  in  1910.  I have  had  occasion  very 
frequently  in  legal  practice  to  visit  the  city  of  Santa 
Fe,  the  capital  of  the  State.  And  I want  to  say,  my 
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friends,  that  while  Nestor  Montoya  was  speaker 
of  the  New  Mexico  Legislature  he  presided  over 
that  body  with  fairness  and  with  dignity,  and  that 
the  speaker’s  chair  was  not  the  harsh  bench  of  the 
magistrate  but  rather  the  woolsack  of  the  chan- 
cellor. The  minority  respected  him  and  admired 
him  because  he  was  fair  and  just  in  his  rulings  and, 
as  my  friend  from  Oklahoma  [Mr.  Garter]  has  just 
said  about  the  frequent  exclamations  that  were 
heard  around  his  bier,  “ Este  hombre  Montoya  muy 
derecho  (Nestor  Montoya  was  a just  man  and 
right). 

My  friends,  if  you  want  to  get  a true  insight  into 
the  character  of  a man  in  his  home,  in  his  com- 
munity, and  in  his  State,  go  to  the  plain  people — 
the  working  class,  the  laborers,  the  tender  of  the 
flocks,  and  the  cowboy  on  the  range,  to  the  “ mozo  ” 
and  the  “ pelado,”  the  peasant,  the  servant.  Every 
one  to  whom  I have  ever  mentioned  the  name  of 
my  good  friend  immediately  said,  “ Senor  Mon- 
toya, muy  buen  hombre  ” (good  man) . The  plain 
people  understood  and  loved  him  because  he  sym- 
pathized with  them  in  their  poverty  and  their  dis- 
tress, and  while  he  acquired  some  of  this  world’s 
goods  by  hard  labor  and  close  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness, not  one  of  these  humble  people  described  by 
my  friend  from  Oklahoma — people  clad  in  Navajo 
blankets  and  cowhide  sandals — who  sought  his  help 
and  charitable  assistance  were  ever  turned  away 
empty-handed.  I regret  his  death,  and  the  people 
of  my  home  city  who  knew  him  and  knew  his  splen- 
did qualities  of  heart  and  mind  likewise  deeply 
regret  his  passing  away. 
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Mr.  Speaker,  while  Nestor  Montoya  was  a con- 
sistent Republican  in  politics  all  the  days  of  his 
life,  first  and  above  all  he  was  a true  American. 
He  gave  two  sons  and  a son-in-law  to  fight  for  the 
liberty  of  the  world  and  for  universal  democracy. 
He  gave  his  money  and  his  time  without  stint.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  defense  board  of  his  State  and 
also  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Red  Cross  service 
and  all  other  patriotic  activities  during  the  war. 

In  the  death  of  our  colleague,  my  friends,  his 
State  has  sustained  a serious  loss.  He  always  con- 
tributed to  the  material  welfare  of  his  people.  He 
stood  out  for  the  right  and  had  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  both  political  parties  in  his  home  State. 
He  wrought  well  there;  he  wrought  well  here. 
Peace  to  the  soul  of  Nestor  Montoya. 
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jaiitireiEisf  bp  S&eptesientatibe  ^teasall 

Of  Alabama 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  enjoy 
the  personal  friendship  of  Representative  Nestor 
Montoya.  We  occupied  adjoining  offices  and  I 
was  thrown  in  frequent  contact  with  him  from  the 
time  he  began  his  service  in  this  body.  From  the 
very  first  acquaintance  with  him  I was  impressed 
with  the  simplicity  and  sincerity  of  the  man.  He 
was  courteous,  accommodating,  and  congenial. 
He  was  a typical  westerner,  with  all  the  rugged 
characteristics  of  courage,  common  sense,  loyalty, 
and  chivalry.  He  was  a hard-working  man,  seri- 
ously devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  as  regular  as 
the  clock  in  going  and  coming  to  his  office  and  in 
attending  the  committees  on  which  he  served,  and 
made  it  a rule  when  necessary  to  be  present  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  House.  He  was  diligent  in 
business  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  every 
task.  There  was  nothing  of  the  spectacular  about 
him.  He  was  modest  and  unpretentious,  and  of 
a manner  indicating  much  strength  and  unusual 
poise.  He  met  the  responsibilities  of  life  with  the 
spirit  and  purpose  of  one  engaged  in  earnest  and 
sincere  efforts  to  serve  his  fellows. 

There  are  rare  instances  in  which  men  are 
elected  to  high  office  as  a result  of  an  abnormal 
and  unusual  state  of  public  opinion  or  turn  of 
the  wheels  of  political  fortune.  Congressman 
Montoya’s  honors  never  came  that  way.  His  rise 
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in  politics  was  not  due  to  any  of  the  tricks  of  the 
politician  or  inexplicable  drift  of  the  tide  of  public 
opinion.  For  many  years  he  had  served  in  va- 
rious positions  of  trust  and  honor  in  his  native 
State.  He  was  called  to  serve  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  New  Mexico,  in  which  capacity 
he  rose  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
lows until  he  became  speaker  of  that  body.  He 
served  in  that  position  with  such  fidelity  and  fair- 
ness, as  has  just  been  pointed  out  in  the  address 
of  the  gentleman  from  Utah  [Mr.  Colton],  that 
he  won  an.  enviable  reputation  throughout  the 
State.  He  was  later  elected  a member  of  the  State 
senate  and  made  a record  highly  creditable  to 
himself  and  his  constituency.  He  served  as  clerk 
of  the  courts,  and  exhibited  in  that  work  the  same 
care  and  efficiency  which  characterized  all  his 
undertakings. 

In  1910  he  was  selected  as  a member  of  the  con- 
vention that  drafted  the  first  constitution  of  the 
State  of  New  Mexico.  In  that  body  he  rendered 
lasting  service  to  his  people.  He  was  a champion 
of  the  cause  of  education  and  served  as  regent  of 
the  University  of  New  Mexico.  He  was  for  15  years 
president  of  the  New  Mexico  State  Press  Associa- 
tion and  was  owner  and  editor  of  a paper  pub- 
lished in  the  Spanish  language  at  Albuquerque, 
N.  Mex.,  called  La  Bandera  Americana,  which 
means  “ The  American  Flag.”  The  policies  of  the 
paper  reflected  the  highest  quality  of  patriotism  and 
public  spirit.  At  the  outset  of  the  entry  of  the  United 
States  into  the  war  with  Germany  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  council  of  defense  and  chairman  of  the 
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draft  board  of  his  county.  So  we  see  that  his 
election  to  Congress  in  1920  came  as  the  tribute 
of  a thoughtful  people  to  one  well  known  to  all 
the  voters  of  his  State  and  who  had  been  tested 
by  oft-repeated  calls  to  public  service.  Such  an 
honor  might  well  be  coveted  by  any  citizen  of  this 
great  Republic.  Upon  entering  this  body  he  at 
once  displayed  the  same  characteristics  and  capa- 
bilities that  marked  his  career  from  its  beginning. 

Those  of  us  who  understand  the  struggles  of  con- 
gressional life  do  not  expect  a man  to  reach  a 
position  in  this  House  that  commands  the  attention 
of  the  country  until  he  has  had  opportunity  to 
make  his  way.  But  it  does  not  take  long  for  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  measure  the  worth  of  a new 
Member  and  forecast  his  possible  growth  and  use- 
fulness. The  older  Members  remember  full  well 
men  who  upon  entering  this  body  set  about  the 
discharge  of  the  routine  duties  of  office  and  who 
faithfully  and  unostentatiously  entered  into  the 
labors  of  the  committees  to  which  they  were  as- 
signed and  who  performed  their  daily  duties  with- 
out show  or  pretense.  But  in  a few  years  such  a 
Member  would  become  chairman  of  an  important 
committee  or  fall  into  some  larger  responsibility 
and  almost  in  a day  the  country  would  discover 
a national  figure  on  the  rolls  of  the  House.  Such 
instances  may  cause  surprise  to  outsiders,  but  not 
so  with  Members  of  the  House.  Representative 
Montoya  possessed  the  qualities  which  marked  him 
as  one  capable  of  reaching  a commanding  posi- 
tion in  the  Congress.  Throughout  his  public  ca- 
reer his  progress  was  steady  and  sure.  No  one 
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can  doubt  that  he  would  have  continued  to  grow 
in  power  and  usefulness  had  Providence  spared 
him  to  continue  his  labors. 

Representative  Montoya  did  not  make  politics 
the  goal  of  life.  Politics  was  only  an  incident. 
Official  place  appealed  to  him  only  as  a means  by 
which  to  render  public  service.  He  was  so  for- 
getful of  his  own  political  fortunes  and  so  disre- 
gardful of  selfish  political  aspirations  that  he 
chose  the  newspaper  profession  as  his  chief  life 
work,  thus  daring  the  proverbial  danger  of  writ- 
ing a book.  He  was  a man  of  too  much  courage 
and  too  high  order  of  patriotism  to  hesitate  to 
make  known  his  position  at  any  time  when  any 
question  arose  affecting  his  country’s  welfare.  He 
rose  to  the  best  type  of  American  citizenship  and 
embodied  the  highest  qualities  of  a public  official. 
His  record  and  his  service  will  long  be  held  in 
grateful  memory  by  the  people  whom  he  served 
with  loftiest  patriotism  and  devotion. 

Splendid  as  was  his  public  service  and  high  as 
were  the  honors  bestowed  upon  him,  it  was  in  the 
circle  of  the  home  and  family  that  the  best  and 
noblest  of  his  attributes  found  expression  and  there 
it  was  that  life  for  him  loomed  to  its  richest  and 
best.  He  was  a good  father,  a faithful  and  affec- 
tionate husband,  and  happy  in  the  fullest  trust  and 
devotion  of  his  family. 

Death  came  to  him  all  too  soon.  The  mystery 
of  it  we  do  not  understand.  At  the  age  of  60,  with 
the  appearnce  of  one  much  younger,  in  the  midst 
of  his  greatest  activities  and  usefulness,  with 
great  designs  unaccomplished,  thinking  only  of 
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continued  service  to  his  family  and  to  his  country, 
without  even  a moment’s  warning,  he  was  stricken 
down  and  taken  from  us!  We  stand  appalled  and 
helpless  in  the  presence  of  such  a decree  of  divine 
Providence.  With  our  poor  human  eyes  we  can 
not  penetrate  the  mystery  of  it.  But  sometime, 
somewhere,  beyond  the  shadows  of  the  dark  valley 
where  falls  the  light  of  eternal  truth,  it  will  all  be 
made  clear,  where  we  hope  to  meet  and  know  again 
all  the  loved  and  lost  who  await  our  coming 
there — 

We’ll  catch  the  broken  threads  again 
And  finish  what  we  here  began. 

Heaven  will  the  mystery  explain, 

And  then,  ah  then,  we’ll  understand. 
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^bres?s(  3&epres(entarttie  Cole 

Of  Ohio 

Mr.  Speaker:  We  are  here  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  tributes  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  a few 
of  our  Members  who  have  recently  fallen  in  the 
battle  of  life.  Mr.  Montoya  has  been  taken  away 
from  us  in  the  fullness  and  vigor  of  stalwart  man- 
hood. Such  a dispensation  is  not  humanly  under- 
standable. All  life  and  all  death  are  wrapped  in 
veils  of  mystery.  We  are  ushered  onto  this  stage, 
we  know  not  from  whence ; we  are  taken  away,  we 
know  not  whither.  We  can  but  stand  in  the  golden 
dawn  of  the  rising  sun  of  a human  soul,  earnestly 
note  its  radiant  ascendancy  into  the  widening 
canopy  of  life,  with  the  high  hope  that  until  the 
fullness  of  time  its  brilliancy  shall  not  be  dimmed, 
its  glory  not  attenuated;  and  in  that  dread  hour 
when  the  effulgent  beams  of  that  sun  shall  have 
been  dispelled  by  the  gloomy  mists  of  death  we 
can  but  stand  upon  the  broad  basis  of  the  full  faith 
that  in  yon  far  realm  where  immortal  spirits  dwell, 
God  in  his  infinite  wisdom  had  need  of  it. 

I did  not  know  Mr.  Montoya  intimately.  I served 
with  him  on  one  of  the  committees  here  and  have 
known  him  only  since  he  came  to  serve  as  a Mem- 
ber of  this  Congress.  He  was,  so  far  as  I know, 
an  unassuming,  unpretentious  gentleman,  but 
equipped  with  all  those  things  that  are  necessary 
to  make  one  a valuable  and  a valued  citizen  among 
his  people.  He  was  a son  of  the  wide  plains  of  the 
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West,  born,  I understand,  in  the  midst  of  penury 
and  privation,  but  with  a resolute  determination, 
with  an  invincible  fortitude,  with  an  unswerving 
loyalty,  with  a deep-seated  conviction  of  right  and 
a great  reverence  for  Almighty  God,  he  struggled 
through  those  early  adversities  and  developed  into 
that  character  of  man  of  which  our  Nation  is  in 
sore  need,  and  took  his  place  among  the  leading 
men  of  his  part  of  this  great  Nation.  But  he  has 
been  suddenly  called  away  from  us,  as  I say,  in  the 
fullness  of  life.  His  work  seemed  to  be  incomplete 
and  unfinished  here,  and  therein  lies  one  of  the 
strong  reasons  why  I believe  in  the  immortality  of 
the  soul.  I know  the  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  firmament  showeth  His  handiwork, 
that  day  unto  day  uttereth  speech,  and  night  unto 
night  showeth  knowledge,  bespeaking  in  unmis- 
takable language  the  existence  of  a Supreme  Being, 
but  as  to  the  immortality  of  the  human  soul,  when 
the  somber  shadows  of  death  are  falling  and  the 
cold  dews  of  eternal  night  are  moistening  the  aged 
and  furrowed  brow,  we  stand  in  awe  and  witness 
in  silent  solemnity  the  inscrutable  work  of  the 
Great  Conqueror.  Or  when  one  who  has  fought 
the  battles  of  early  existence,  and  standing  upon 
the  threshold  of  the  higher  possibilities  of  life,  look- 
ing with  eager,  anxious  eye  upon  the  broad  expanse 
of  a brightly  illuminated  future,  is  suddenly  en- 
veloped in  the  mantle  of  death  and  taken  away, 
with  bowed  heads  and  aching  hearts  and  tearful 
eyes  we  stand  in  the  overwhelming  atmosphere  of 
the  sad  spectacle.  Or  when  a little  child,  like  a 
tiny  dewdrop  sparkling  in  life’s  morning  sun,  falls 
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to  the  earth  and  is  no  more,  compassion  robs  us  of 
language  and  we  sit  in  silent  submission  to  the 
Divine  command.  Yet,  in  that  sad,  solemn  hour 
none  of  them  seem  complete.  When  the  angel  of 
death  gently  kissed  their  pallid  brows  and  bore 
their  kindly  spirits  to  the  All-Wise  God  who  gave 
them,  right  well  might  we  have  written  at  the  end 
of  their  life’s  history  the  last  words,  “Unfinished, 
unfinished.”  And  may  we  not  hope  and  believe 
that  somewhere,  it  may  be  beyond  the  moon,  be- 
yond the  sun,  beyond  the  stars,  but  somewhere  in 
illimitable  space  they  shall  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue the  work  that  was  unfinished  here,  for — 

When  the  vast  sun  shall  veil  his  golden  light, 

Deep  in  the  gloom  of  everlasting  night; 

When  wild  destructive  flames  shall  wrap  the  skies, 
When  ruin  triumphs  and  when  nature  dies, 

Man  shall,  alone,  the  wreck  of  worlds  survive, 

’Mid  falling  spheres  immortal  man  shall  live. 
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mtibtetisf  iip  j^epresientattbe  S^obettsion 

Of  Oklahoma 

Mr.  Speaker  : So  much  has  been  said  covering  all 
the  life  of  our  colleague,  Mr.  Montoya,  that  I come 
with  only  one  little  tribute  to  the  humanity  of  the 
man,  and  the  bravery  of  him.  We  came  into  the 
House  together.  I did  not  know  how  finished  a 
politician  he  was.  He  did  not  assert  himself  but, 
like  myself,  sat  over  to  one  side  waiting,  perhaps, 
to  earn  a more  conspicuous  place  in  the  House. 
We  used  to  exchange  opinions  briefly  about  mat- 
ters as  they  came  up.  Almost  invariably  he  said : 
“ I shall  vote  with  the  committee,”  but  he  always 
had  the  bill,  always  looked  it  over,  always  knew 
why  he  should  vote  with  the  committee.  I sat 
very  near  him  in  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
where  he  was  faithful  in  attendance.  Always  he 
went  through  the  work  carefully,  marking  changes 
in  bills  and  voting  intelligently.  I remember  him 
with  greatest  admiration  as  the  best  and  bravest 
loser  I ever  saw.  After  having  had  such  an  enor- 
mous vote  in  his  election  to  this  Congress  he  was 
defeated — no;  not  defeated,  but  New  Mexico  gave 
the  Republican  nomination  to  a woman.  When 
he  came  back  and  told  me  about  it,  he  did  so  in  the 
most  beautiful,  most  chivalrous,  and  most  courte- 
ous way,  speaking  in  highest  terms  of  the  lady  and 
his  hopes  for  her  election.  He  was  loyal  to  his 
party,  his  State,  his  Nation.  His  loyalty  to  the 
Senators  of  his  State  made  me  feel  that  the  pre- 
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dominating  characteristic  of  the  man  was  loyalty 
to  his  ideals.  He  was  a good  soldier.  He  helped 
me  by  his  brave  party  loyalty  that  bore  defeat  like 
victory.  You  have  with  finished  oratory  given  his 
wonderful  life  history.  It  has  only  remained  for 
me  to  say  that  I shall  be  always  stronger  for  my 
brief  acquaintance  with  him. 

Mr.  Colton  assumed  the  chair  as  Speaker  pro 
tempore. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Mr.  Speaker,  I ask  permission 
that  all  Members  who  have  spoken  may  be  permit- 
ted to  revise  and  extend  their  remarks,  and  also 
that  Members  who  wish  to  extend  their  remarks  be 
permitted  to  do  so. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  Is  there  objection  to 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio?  [After 
a pause.]  The  Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Mr.  Speaker,  I also  ask  permis- 
sion to  have  incorporated  in  this  day’s  proceed- 
ings an  address  written  by  Hon.  B.  C.  Hernandez, 
a former  colleague  and  a Member  of  the  Sixty- 
sixth  Congress. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  Is  there  objection  to 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio?  [After 
a pause.]  The  Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Mr.  Speaker,  much  mention  has 
been  made  here  to-day  of  the  great  funeral  held  in 
the  city  of  Albuquerque.  I was  one  of  the  Members 
appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  to  attend 
that  funeral,  and  I also  delivered  an  oration 
at  the  grave,  complying  with  the  Spanish  custom 
of  the  Southwest;  and  in  order  to  preserve  in  the 
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Record  a history  of  that  great  funeral,  I desire 
to  be  permitted  to  incorporate  in  the  Record  the 
local  press  accounts  of  the  papers  of  Alubquerque 
and  also  ask  permission  that  my  own  oration  at 
the  grave  be  printed  in  the  Record. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  Without  objection, 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  will  be  granted. 

There  was  no  objection. 
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bp  ^epres^entatibe  ®bompje(on 

Of  Ohio 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  13th  of  January,  1923,  at  the 
Nation’s  Capital,  while  apparently  in  the  fullness 
of  health,  Hon.  Nestor  Montoya,  New  Mexico’s 
Representative  in  the  Sixty-seventh  Congress,  was 
stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  living. 

God’s  finger  touched  him,  and  he  slept. 

Born  April  14,  1862,  he  was  the  descendant  of  a 
long  line  of  pure  Spanish  ancestry,  tracing  beyond 
the  days  of  the  conquistadores,  whose  descendants 
prior  to  1846  ruled  New  Mexico  and  adjacent  terri- 
tory under  the  flag  of  Spain.  He  was  the  sole 
Member  in  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
forty-seventh  State  of  the  Union,  whose  capital 
city  was  important  more  than  three  centuries  ago, 
before  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Washington 
were  thought  of  and  before  the  Pilgrims  landed 
at  Plymouth  Rock.  The  Spanish  were  brave  men 
then,  and  are  loyal  and  patriotic  Americans  now. 
Don  Nestor  Montoya  rang  true  to  that  brilliant, 
adventurous,  romantic,  yet  sturdy,  stock  from 
which  he  sprang  and  which  pioneered  that  part  of 
America  now  known  within  the  borders  of  the 
Union  as  the  great  Southwest.  He  was  known 
among  his  fellows  and  associates  for  distinguished 
abilities  and  achievements,  and  his  life  was  an 
example  of  manly  worth  and  moral  integrity  that 


[35] 


MEMORIAL  ADDRESSES 


reflects  honor  upon  his  people  and  entitles  him  to 
their  affectionate  remembrances.  He  was  a true 
example  of  their  religious,  social,  and  industrial 
life  and  a representative  of  the  convictions  and 
principles  they  adopt  as  their  guides  in  their  par- 
ticipation in  the  affairs  of  State  and  National  Gov- 
ernment. 

On  the  14th  of  January  his  death  was  officially 
proclaimed  in  Congress  by  the  unanimous  adop- 
tion by  the  House  of  the  customary  and  appro- 
priate resolution  and  arrangements  for  the  fu- 
neral. The  official  party,  consisting  of  a son  and 
daughter,  a Senator,  and  five  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  left  Washington,  ac- 
companying the  remains,  Monday  evening,  Janu- 
ary 15,  1923,  and  after  continuous  travel  arrived 
at  Albuquerque  the  following  Thursday  evening, 
January  18.  In  the  glorious  afterglow  of  a rarified 
western  sunset,  when  the  heavens  seemed  to  be 
filled  with  slain  sunlight,  his  mortal  remains  ap- 
proached home.  Home — a place  dear  in  life, 
precious  in  death — more  genuine  pleasures  therein 
to  be  found  than  in  all  the  splendors  and  glories 
of  the  earth.  There,  at  home,  were  the  wife,  chil- 
dren, and  grandchildren,  dear  relatives.  They 
never  go  back  on  us  to  the  end.  They  never  turn 
their  backs  on  us.  And  the  people,  his  constitu- 
ents, who  also  loved  him  well,  were  there. 

The  following  Saturday,  beginning  at  8 a.  m., 
starting  from  the  Montoya  residence  in  the  old  town 
of  Albuquerque,  thousands  formed  a procession  to 
the  little  Church  of  San  Felipe  de  Neri,  where  our 
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late  colleague  worshiped  many  years.  The  build- 
ing was  erected  prior  to  the  year  1706 — more  than 
217  years  ago — when  what  is  now  known  as  old 
Albuquerque  was  one  of  the  most  important  towns 
in  New  Mexico.  Its  historical  antiquity  has  passed. 
It  is  now  but  a suburb  of  the  new  and  modern 
American  city  of  Albuquerque — a mile  distant — 
which  has  usurped  the  old  town’s  name  and  impor- 
tance. Thousands  crowded  within,  without,  and 
about  the  church  during  the  requiem  high  mass. 

Immediately  following  the  services  the  cortege 
proceeded  through  the  main  thoroughfare  of  old 
and  new  Albuquerque  to  the  place  of  interment, 
and  the  multitudes  lining  the  streets  stood  with 
bared  heads  while  the  procession  passed.  Every 
flag  on  every  building  was  at  half-mast. 

We  laid  him  away  on  a hillside  sloping  up  to  the 
mesa,  which  extended  to  the  not  far  distant  snow- 
capped mountains — and  the  cemetery  was  called 
“Little  Santa  Barbara.”  Following  the  beautiful 
Spanish  custom,  funeral  orations  were  delivered  at 
the  open  grave.  Multitudes  filled  the  cemetery  and 
silently  listened,  and  by  their  presence  paid  their 
loving  tribute. 

The  next  day  the  Albuquerque  (N.  Mex.)  Morn- 
ing Journal  said: 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Congressman  Nestor  Montoya 
was  probably  the  most  impressive  ever  held  in  Albu- 
querque— perhaps  the  most  impressive  ever  held  in  the 
State  of  New  Mexico. 

He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  colleagues  in 
the  Congress  as  well  as  by  the  people  of  New 
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Mexico.  He  died  at  the  height  of  his  fame.  He  is 
to  be  envied  in  that  he  did  not  live  too  long,  for — 

When  ’tis  given  us  to  choose  the  time, 

If  we  choose  aright, 

’Tis  best  to  die  our  honor  at  its  height. 

He  is  gone  from  us — gone  before  us.  Strength 
and  beauty,  kindness  and  wrath,  wisdom  and  folly, 
laughter  and  frown — all  the  elements  of  life  and  his 
living  of  it  have  ceased  their  visible  play  and 
action. 

Where — 

Said  despairing  Villon — 

Where  are  the  snows  of  yesteryear? 

Vanished,  he  would  have  us  believe.  Yes;  but 
vanished  only  in  form.  “ The  snows  of  yester- 
year ” are  in  the  stream,  in  cloud  and  rain,  in  sap 
of  tree  and  bloom  of  flower,  in  heart  and  brain 
of  talent  and  of  beauty.  Nothing  is  lost  even  here 
on  our  ancient  kindly  earth.  So  the  energies  of 
our  friend,  and  those  of  all  men,  have  touched  into 
activity  forces  that,  influencing  still  others,  will 
move  on  forever. 

The  address  of  Mr.  Hernandez  and  the  clippings 
are  as  follows : 

Address  of  Hon.  B.  G.  Hernandez,  Former  Member  of 
Congress  from  New  Mexico 

When  divine  Providence  removed  from  this  world 
the  Hon.  Nestor  Montoya  He  took  a good,  kindly,  and 
lovable  man,  a type  of  man  who  had  the  faculty  of  mak- 
ing friends  wherever  he  went,  a type  of  man  that  in  life’s 
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rough  pathway  always  finds  time  to  sow  a flower  here 
and  there  in  order  to  make  the  journey  more  agree- 
able and  pleasant.  Moreover,  when  so  removed  from 
among  us,  this  splendid  public  servant,  one  of  New 
Mexico’s  gifted  sons  was  taken  from  our  midst,  we  our- 
selves find  that  an  uncommon  man  has  been  suddenly 
summoned  before  his  Creator  by  that  grim  reaper,  death. 

Nestor  Montoya’s  personal  history  is  naturally  inter- 
woven with  New  Mexico’s  history  for  the  last  45  years. 
We  find  him  in  the  early  eighties,  as  soon  as  he  had  grad- 
uated from  St.  Michael’s  College,  taking  his  place  among 
the  public  men  of  his  time;  first  as  translator  and  inter- 
preter in  the  district  courts.  He  developed  the  qualifica- 
tions of  interpreter  until  he  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  efficient  of  his  day. 

In  the  early  nineties  we  find  him  at  the  head  of  a 
Spanish  publication  in  San  Miguel  County,  with  head- 
quarters in  the  city  of  Las  Vegas.  About  that  same  time 
his  public  career  really  commenced  by  being  elected 
from  that  county  to  the  legislature  during  Territorial 
regime.  Four  or  five  years  later  we  find  him  engaged  in 
what  he  had  chosen  as  his  profession,  newspaper  man 
and  interpreter,  in  Bernalillo  County,  where  he  had  es- 
tablished the  paper  that  was  part  of  his  life  for  the  last 
20  years.  La  Bandera  Americana,  which  he  edited  and 
managed  successfully.  He  was  chosen  president  of  the 
New  Mexico  Press  Association,  where  he  served  up  until 
the  time  of  his  death  with  efficiency  and  distinction, 
always  alert,  energetic,  and  a clean-cut  gentleman. 

Later  on  we  find  him  in  the  Territorial  council  of  the 
legislative  assembly,  a position  equivalent  to  that  of  State 
senator  in  these  days,  wherein  by  his  experience  as  a 
legislator  and  newspaper  man  he  had  become  a very  use- 
ful public  servant.  When  New  Mexico  was  admitted  a 
State  in  1910  and  a constitutional  convention  had  to  be 
chosen  he  was  elected  as  one  of  the  delegates  from  Ber- 
nalillo County,  and  in  that  important  body  he  played  a 
very  useful  part,  always  alert  for  the  rights  of  the  Spanish- 
American  people,  because  he  realized  that  they  needed 
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his  defense  and  his  services,  and  the  fundamental  law  of 
New  Mexico  bears  the  imprint  of  his  intense  patriotism 
and  love  for  his  fellow  man  in  many  of  its  provisos. 

Later  on  we  find  him  during  the  World  War  with  all  the 
intensity  of  his  soul  defending  the  rights  of  his  country; 
going  among  the  people  and  with  his  wonderful  oratorical 
powers  persuading  them  to  buy  bonds  and  to  place  them- 
selves at  the  disposition  of  their  Government.  His  three 
sons,  following  the  advice  of  their  good  father,  served 
honorably  in  the  World  War. 

Montoya  was  a patriot  first;  an  efficient  and  faithful 
public  servant  always.  During  his  career,  like  a good 
many  men  who  take  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  State, 
he  had  his  ups  and  downs;  but  to  his  credit  be  it  said  that 
whenever  he  was  defeated,  or  his  friends  thought  that  he 
ought  to  take  a back  seat,  he  accepted  their  verdict  with 
the  grace  of  a natural-born  diplomat. 

He  had  his  difficulties  in  life’s  rough  pathway,  but  his 
domestic  life  was  a complete  success,  always  kind  and 
considerate  to  his  family.  He  lived  a happy  life  in  his 
home,  and  to-day  his  wife  and  family  mourn  the  death 
of  a kind  and  considerate  husband  and  a good  father. 
Neighbors  miss  the  advice  of  a wise  and  kindly  counselor; 
his  friends  a faithful  and  loyal  friend. 

New  Mexico  has  lost  one  of  its  gifted  sons.  His  death, 
like  his  life,  was  impressive,  and  around  his  bier  the 
people  gathered  and,  with  sincere  grief  in  their  hearts  and 
tears  in  their  eyes,  accompanied  by  the  distinguished  com- 
pany appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  President  of  the  Senate,  a delegation  of 
his  former  colleagues  laid  him  at  rest  beside  his  beloved 
mother,  who  had  preceded  him  to  the  grave  a few  years 
before,  and  paid  their  last  impressive  tribute  to  this  good 
man. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Territory  and 
State  of  New  Mexico  one  of  our  Congressmen  has  died 
while  in  office  and  buried  with  all  the  honors  worthy  of  a 
great  and  useful  public  servant.  Although  we  have  been 
part  of  this  United  States  for  the  past  75  years,  and  not 
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less  than  perhaps  40  of  New  Mexico’s  distinguished  citi- 
zens have  served  as  legislators  and  Senators  and  Congress- 
men, for  the  first  time  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
through  its  delegation  has  been  called  upon  to  pay  the  last 
tribute  of  love  to  one  of  our  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

The  family  of  the  deceased,  as  well  as  the  people  of  New 
Mexico,  wish  to  express  their  appreciation  for  the  honor 
thus  paid  to  our  distinguished  son,  and  from  the  bottom 
of  their  hearts  wish  to  thank  the  honorable  Senate  of  the 
United  States  and  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
kindly,  although  sad,  tribute  paid  to  this  distinguished  son 
of  New  Mexico. 

m 

[From  the  Albuquerque  (N.  Mex.)  Morning  Journal,  issue  of 
January  21,  1923] 

Throngs  Attend  the  Funeral  of  Nestor  Montoya — Serv- 
ices Held  at  San  Felipe  de  Neri  Church — Thomp- 
son, Larrazolo,  and  Ortiz  Speak  at  Cemetery 

“ Nestor  Montoya  was  loved  and  respected  by  his  col- 
leagues in  Congress.  He  was  true  to  his  party  and  loyal 
to  his  Government.  He  kept  the  faith.  He  was  neither 
trimmer  nor  fawner,  but  frowned  upon  everything  he 
deemed  unwise  or  against  the  best  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic. He  was  an  honest  man.” 

Speaking  as  representative  of  the  congressional  body, 
Congressman  C.  J.  Thompson,  of  Ohio,  rendered  a glow- 
ing funeral  oration  at  the  grave  of  Nestor  Montoya  as  the 
former  Congressman  was  lowered  to  his  final  rest,  just 
after  noon  yesterday,  in  the  little  Santa  Barbara  Cemetery. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Congressman  was  probably  the 
most  impressive  ever  held  in  Albuquerque,  perhaps  the 
most  impressive  ever  held  in  the  State  of  New  Mexico. 
Starting  at  8 o’clock  yesterday  morning  from  the  Montoya 
home,  the  services  lasted  four  and  a half  hours. 

From  the  family  home  the  cortege  proceeded  to  the 
little  Catholic  church  in  old  Albuquerque,  the  San  Felipe 


[41] 


MEMORIAL  ADDRESSES 


de  Neri  Church,  where  Nestor  Montoya  worshiped  for 
many  years.  The  little  church  was  crowded  with  friends 
of  the  late  Congressman,  while  hundreds  stood  outside 
unable  to  gain  entrance  to  the  church,  but  paying  hom- 
age as  best  they  could  to  the  esteemed  dead. 

FLAGS  AT  HALF-MAST 

Following  the  services  the  cortege  proceeded  through 
the  streets  of  old  and  new  Albuquerque  and  on  to  the  little 
cemetery  on  the  hillside  of  Martineztown.  There  was  a 
host  of  notables  in  the  procession;  along  the  route  of  the 
funeral  thousands  stood  with  bared  heads  as  the  proces- 
sion passed,  while  every  flag  on  every  building  in  the 
city  was  at  half-mast.  All  traffic  across  Central  Avenue 
was  halted  during  the  passage  of  the  procession. 

The  funeral  procession  covered  more  than  six  city 
blocks.  In  front  75  members  of  the  S.  N.  M.  A.  M.  P. 
marched  in  double  column.  Then  came  the  old-town  so- 
ciety, Alianza  Society.  The  car  with  the  priests  officiating 
and  the  altar  boys,  the  congressional  car,  committee  from 
the  New  Mexico  Senate,  committee  from  the  New  Mexico 
House  of  Representatives,  honorary  pallbearers,  active 
pallbearers,  hearse,  family  cars,  and  friends.  There  were 
57  automobiles  behind  the  family  cars. 

In  addition  to  the  oration  rendered  by  Congressman 
Thompson,  orations  were  offered  by  former  Governor  Lar- 
razolo  and  M.  C.  Ortiz.  The  latter,  a lifelong  friend  of 
Nestor  Montoya,  delivered  an  oration  in  both  Spanish  and 
English.  Former  Governor  Larrazolo,  a magnificent  ora- 
tor, delivered  one  of  the  most  powerful  addresses  of  his 
career.  He  pursued  the  theme  that  Nestor  Montoya  has 
merely  moved  on  to  greater  glory  in  another  world,  there 
to  await  the  arrival  of  his  friends.  His  address  was  de- 
livered in  Spanish. 
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[From  the  Albuquerque  Herald,  issue  of  January  21,  1923] 

Last  Tribute  to  Montoya  is  Impressive  Event — Hundreds 
Take  Part — First  Time  in  State’s  History  that  New 
Mexico  Representative  Has  Died  While  in  Active  Serv- 
ice— Congressman  Thompson  Pays  Eloquent  Tribute 
TO  Colleague 

The  last  respects  paid  to  Nestor  Montoya,  New  Mexico’s 
deceased  Congressman,  which  began  with  funeral  services 
early  Saturday  morning  and  were  not  completed  until  1 
o’clock  Saturday  afternoon,  marked  an  unusual  event  in 
New  Mexico’s  history. 

It  is  the  first  time  in  its  history  that  New  Mexico  has  lost 
a Congressman  by  death  when  he  was  actually  serving  in 
the  Nation’s  governing  body.  It  is  the  first  time  in  the 
State’s  history  that  Members  of  Congress  have  traveled  so 
many  miles  to  join  hands  with  Albuquerque  and  State  leg- 
islative committees  to  pay  a final  tribute  to  one  in  the  first 
rank  of  citizenship — a New  Mexico  statesman. 

Persons  in  all  walks  of  life  stood  with  uncovered  heads 
besides  the  Nation’s  Representatives  as  early  as  8.30 
o’clock  Saturday  morning  at  the  Montoya  home.  As  was 
told  in  Saturday  night’s  Albuquerque  Herald  2,000  attended 
the  service  at  the  San  Felipe  de  Neri  Church  after  the  pro- 
cession had  gone  from  the  home.  Hundreds,  in  one  of  the 
longest  funeral  processions  on  record  here,  went  to  Santa 
Barbara  Cemetery,  where  orations  were  given  by  former 
Gov.  0.  A.  Larrozolo,  Modesto  C.  Ortiz,  and  Congressman 
C.  J.  Thompson,  of  Ohio. 

DETAILS  OF  IMPRESSIVE  FUNERAL 

A few  minutes  after  9 o’clock  Saturday  morning  the  pro- 
cession left  the  Montoya  home  for  the  old  Albuquerque 
church,  where  requiem  high  mass  was  said  by  Father  Peter 
J.  Weeks,  S.  J. 

This  procession  was  led  by  members  of  the  old  Albu- 
querque societies  of  which  the  Congressman  was  a mem- 
ber. The  Washington  delegation  on  foot,  committees  from 
the  house  and  senate  at  Santa  Fe  followed  in  line.  Then 
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came  Father  Weeks  and  the  altar  boys,  the  auto  overloaded 
with  floral  tributes,  then  the  honorary  pallbearers  and 
the  cortege  and  active  pallbearers.  The  service  at  the 
church  lasted  more  than  an  hour.  It  was  filled  to  capacity, 
some  not  trying  to  gain  an  entrance. 

It  was  later  in  the  morning  that  the  procession,  nearly 
a mile  in  length — one  of  the  longest  on  record — left  the 
church  for  Santa  Barbara  Cemetery. 

The  procession  from  the  church  was  headed  by  the 
S.  N.  M.  D.  M.  P.,  No.  1 Chapter,  of  Old  Town,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Alianza  Hispana-Americana.  Then  came  the 
car  of  the  funeral  directors.  Father  Weeks,  the  flower  car, 
autos  containing  the  Washington  delegation,  the  senate 
committee  from  Santa  Fe,  the  house  committee,  the  hon- 
orary pallbearers,  in  the  order  named. 

They  were  followed  by  the  cortege  and  active  pall- 
bearers and  mourners  and  immediate  friends.  Innumera- 
ble cars  and  carriages  of  friends  completed  the  pro- 
cession. At  the  grave,  where  the  body  of  the  Congress- 
man was  laid  to  rest  beside  the  deceased’s  mother,  Mrs. 
Encarnacio  Montoya,  imnressive  services  were  again 
heard. 

The  active  pallbearers  were  Jesus  Romero,  M.  C.  Ortiz, 
Aleandro  Cervantes,  Ignacio  Cervantes,  Carlos  Cervantes, 
and  Salvador  Cervantes.  The  honorary  pallbearers  were 
Robert  Purney,  B.  C.  Hernandez,  B.  Ruppe,  Elfego  Baca, 
0.  A.  Larrozolo,  and  Charles  Chadwick. 

Besides  the  two  committees  of  State  senators  and  State 
representatives,  there  were  other  representatives  from 
Santa  Fe  also,  among  them  being  State  Land  Commis- 
sioner Baca. 

LEGISLATIVE  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  committee  of  State  senators  at  the  funeral  were 
Col.  D.  K.  B.  Sellers,  chairman;  Manuel  Martinez,  Raefel 
Garcia,  Demetrio  Quintana,  and  T.  E.  Mitchell. 

The  house  committee  consisted  of  Manuel  Martinez, 
Eduardo  Salazar,  Oliver  M.  Lee,  Donovan  M.  Richardson, 
Juan  D.  Casados,  Stanley  M.  Foutz,  Jose  Jordi,  and  Dennis 
Chavez. 
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THE  WASHINGTON  DELEGATION 

The  delegation  from  Washington,  as  formerly  an- 
nounced, consisted  of  United  States  Senator  H.  L.  Myers, 
of  Montana;  Congressman  C.  D.  Carter,  of  Oklahoma;  Con- 
gressman D.  B.  Colton,  of  Utah;  Congressman  C.  J. 
Thompson,  of  Ohio;  and  Congressman  B.  G.  Lowrey,  of 
Mississippi;  John  Andrews,  of  the  disbursing  office  at 
Washington;  H.  A.  Hustid,  an  official  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Laughlin,  of  Virginia. 

The  Washington  delegation,  with  the  exception  of  Con- 
gressman Thompson,  of  Ohio,  departed  from  Albuquerque 
Saturday  night.  Mr.  Thompson  remained  over  so  he  may 
visit  his  son,  Lewis  B.  Thompson,  and  Mrs.  Thompson. 
The  younger  Mr.  Thompson  is  chief  office  deputy  at  the 
internal  revenue  office. 

9 

Oration  Delivered  by  Hon.  C.  J.  Thompson  at  the 

Grave  of  Hon.  Nestor  Montoya,  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex., 

January  20,  1923 

As  Members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  we 
are  here  to-day  beside  an  open  grave  uniting  with  those 
of  New  Mexico  who  mourn  the  loss  of  a distinguished 
citizen. 

Nestor  Montoya  was  born  in  old  Albuquerque  and 
lived  his  life  among  you.  You  knew  him  well.  He  was 
a useful  citizen  and  a devoted  husband  and  father — de- 
voted to  his  country,  devoted  to  his  family. 

In  whatever  capacity  called  upon  to  serve — ^whether  as 
an  official  interpreter  of  district  courts  in  Territorial 
days,  or  member  or  speaker  of  the  Territorial  legislature, 
or  State  senator,  he  was  never  found  wanting.  As 
founder  of  the  daily — La  Bandera  Americana — ^he  per- 
formed a useful  service  to  his  city  and  State,  and  it  was 
so  recognized  when  he  was  elected  president  of  the  New 
Mexico  Press  Association.  He  was  regent  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  Mexico,  and  only  yesterday  its  president. 
Doctor  Hill,  testified  to  Nestor  Montoya's  zeal  and  help- 
fulness to  the  institution.  As  clerk  of  courts  he  carried 
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into  his  work  there  his  well-known  accuracy  and  ability. 
In  1911  he  became  a member  of  the  State  constitutional 
convention,  and  during  the  World  War  he  was  a member 
of  the  local  council  of  national  defense  and  chairman  of 
the  local  draft  board.  It  was  because  of  his  activity  and 
usefulness  as  a citizen  that  he  was  called  to  the  higher 
duties  in  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. On  the  4th  of  March,  1921,  he  entered  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  From  the  very  first  he  was 
singled  out  as  a fitting  and  true  representative  of  his 
people — diligent,  painstaking,  courteous,  attentive  to  his 
duties.  He  was  made  a member  of  the  Committees  on 
Public  Lands  and  Indian  Affairs.  In  the  exacting  and 
responsible  work  of  those  committees  he  attracted  the 
favorable  attention  of  his  colleagues.  He  became  re- 
spected for  his  accurate  information,  sound  judgment, 
and  the  wisdom  that  he  brought  forth  in  counsel. 

Nestor  Montoya  was  loved  and  respected  by  his  col- 
leagues in  Congress.  He  was  true  to  his  party  and  loyal 
to  his  Government.  He  kept  the  faith.  He  was  neither 
trimmer  nor  fawner,  but  frowned  upon  everything  he 
deemed  unwise  or  ill  advised  or  against  the  best  interest 
of  the  public.  He  was  an  honest  man. 

A little  more  than  a week  ago  he  was  in  the  fullness  of 
health,  looking  forward  longingly  to  the  4th  of  March, 
when  he  might  return  to  dear  old  Albuquerque  to  enjoy 
life  with  his  family,  children,  and  grandchildren,  not 
realizing  that  the  angel  of  death  was  hovering  near.  On 
the  morning  of  the  13th  of  January,  without  a moment’s 
warning,  the  brittle  thread  of  life  was  broken,  and  his 
noble  soul  was  ushered  into  the  great  unknown.  Destiny 
ordained  that  from  the  Nation’s  Capital,  from  the  midst 
of  his  colleagues  who  loved  him  well,  he  should  cease  his 
labors  and  start  on  the  long,  long  trail.  The  ineffable 
Spirit  of  Wisdom  and  Love  decreed  it.  He  lived  a useful 
and  honorable  life,  and  therefore  a successful  life,  and 
had  attained  high  honor  of  state  reached  by  compara- 
tively few  men. 
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We,  his  colleagues,  in  the  busy  days  and  closing  hours 
of  the  Sixty-seventh  Congress,  left  our  work,  traveled 
westward  over  thousands  of  miles  of  plains  and  moun- 
tains to  exemplify  the  love  and  esteem  in  which  Nestor 
Montoya  was  held  at  Washington,  and  to  aid  you,  his 
family,  neighbors,  and  friends  in  the  last  sad  rites  due 
the  distinguished  dead. 

Not  crowns  of  gold  nor  diamonded  gifts,  nor  song,  nor 
speech,  nor  loud  acclaim  can  fittingly  express  the  honor 
that  is  his  due.  All  that  strong  arms  and  beautiful  hands 
can  do  is  to  aid  in  the  silent  ministries  of  the  hour. 
Under  the  laurels  and  the  lilies,  under  the  roses  and  green 
boughs  and  fragrant  blossoms  we  leave  the  mortal  parts 
of  him  whose  immortal  spirit  has  passed  on  to  the  reward 
which  awaits  him. 

Friend,  comrade,  colleague,  good-by! 

Mr.  Gurry  resumed  the  chair  as  Speaker  pro 
tempore. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  In  accordance  with 
the  resolution  heretofore  adopted,  the  House  will 
stand  adjourned. 

Accordingly,  the  House  (at  5 o’clock  and  50  min- 
utes p.  m.)  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Monday, 
February  26,  1923,  at  12  o’clock  noon. 
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Monday,  January  15,  1923. 

A message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Overhue,  its  enrolling  clerk,  communicated 
to  the  Senate  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Hon. 
Nestor  Montoya,  late  a Representative  from  the 
State  of  New  Mexico,  and  transmitted  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  thereon. 

Mr.  Jones  of  New  Mexico.  Mr.  President,  I ask 
the  Chair  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  resolutions 
of  the  House. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
resolutions  of  the  House,  which  were  read,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  has  heard  with  profound 
sorrow  of  the  death  of  Hon.  Nestor  Montoya,  a Repre- 
sentative from  the  State  of  New  Mexico. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  10  Members  of  the  House, 
with  such  Members  of  the  Senate  as  may  be  joined,  be 
appointed  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  of  the  House  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  these  reso- 
lutions, and  that  the  necessary  expenses  in  connection 
therewith  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
House. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  communicate  these  resolutions 
to  the  Senate  and  transmit  a copy  thereof  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  as  a further  mark  of  respect  this  House 
do  now  adjourn. 
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Mr.  Jones  of  New  Mexico.  Mr.  President,  I ask 
for  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  which  I send  to 
the  Secretary’s  desk. 

The*  Vice  President.  The  resolutions  will  be 
read. 

The  resolutions  (S.  Res.  406)  were  read,  consid- 
ered by  unanimous  consent,  and  unanimously 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  has  heard  with  profound 
sorrow  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Nestor 
Montoya,  late  a Representative  from  the  State  of  New 
Mexico. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  six  Senators  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Vice  President  to  join  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  these  reso- 
lutions to  the  House  of  Representatives  and  transmit  a 
copy  thereof  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  Vice  President  appointed  as  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  under  the  second  reso- 
lution, Mr.  Jones  of  New  Mexico,  Mr.  Bursum,  Mr. 
Lodge,  Mr.  Underwood,  Mr.  Curtis,  and  Mr.  Myers. 

Mr.  Jones  of  New  Mexico.  Mr.  President,  as  a 
further  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased  Representative,  I move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to;  and 
(at  5 o’clock  p.  m.)  the  Senate  adjourned  until 
to-morrow,  Tuesday,  January  16, 1923,  at  12  o’clock 
meridian. 
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